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IN HONOR OF MR. COMMODORE 

CONYERS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an outstanding public 
servant, champion of education, man of God, 
and loving husband, father, grandfather and 
friend, Mr. Commodore Conyers. Mr. Conyers 
departed this life on Monday, August 17, 
2015. A funeral service was held on Saturday, 
August 22, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. at Mt. Zion Bap-
tist Church in Albany, Georgia. 

Commodore Conyers was born in Thomas-
ville, Georgia and graduated from Douglas 
High School in 1949. He then continued his 
education at Savannah State College, now 
University, and graduated in 1958 with a bach-
elor degree in Industrial Education. His early 
passion for education motivated him to excel 
in his studies as he progressed to earn a mas-
ter’s degree from Valdosta State College, now 
University, and an L–6 degree in Administra-
tion and Supervision from Albany State Col-
lege, also now University. 

Yet, it was Mr. Conyers’ services to his 
alma mater, Savannah State College, which 
remained near and dear to his heart for dec-
ades. He served as President of the Greater 
Albany Alumni Chapter of Savannah State and 
was selected as the Grand Marshal of the 
2014 Homecoming Parade. He recently was 
chosen as the latest inductee into the Savan-
nah State University Foundation Hall of Fame. 
This prestigious honor will allow his legacy to 
live on for years to come. 

Mr. Conyers’ scholastic repertoire, cultivated 
by his devotion to service and leadership, con-
tinued to flourish, as his achievements earned 
him numerous recognitions and commenda-
tions within the educational arena. In 1965, he 
was named by the State Director of Vocational 
Education to serve with vocational educators 
and students from five high schools across 
Georgia. In this role, he is credited with the 
major accomplishment of combining two of the 
state’s youth organizations into one. After the 
successful merger, he was appointed State 
President of the Georgia American Vocational 
Association where he also helped merge the 
two state associations into one, before serving 
as Treasurer of the merged organization. 

In 1983, Mr. Conyers was appointed by the 
late Georgia Governor George Busbee to 
serve on a Task Force to study the need for 
a third state board to oversee vocational edu-
cation in Georgia. The Task Force indeed rec-
ommended a third board, which is in place 
today. Mr. Conyers also served numerous 
state and community boards and organiza-
tions, including the Board of Directors of the 
Georgia Teachers and Education Association, 
the Georgia Association of Educators, and the 
Georgia Retired Educators Association. He 
also served as Chairman and Board member 
of the Dougherty County Board of Elections 
and on the Water, Gas, and Light Board of Di-
rectors, as well as the Board of Directors for 
the Albany Civil Rights Institute. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the many things that I 
will always remember and respect about Com-
modore Conyers is his unwavering passion for 
education, which made him a trailblazer in his 
community. During his tenure as the first black 

Principal of Dougherty Comprehensive High 
School in Albany, Georgia, a position he held 
for eleven years, Mr. Conyers was named 
First Runner-up for State of Georgia Principal 
of the Year and was also named the State of 
Georgia Administrator of the Year by the 
Georgia Association of Educators. In 1997, he 
again broke barriers when he was named Di-
rector of Vocational and Technical Education 
for the Dougherty County School System, the 
first African American to serve in this role. 
Moreover, he started the first Boy Scout Troop 
for African-American youth in Vienna, Georgia 
and the first Cub Scout and Boy Scout Troops 
at Shiloh Baptist Church in Albany, Georgia. 

In addition to the love and support of his 
late wife, Anne; their two children, Derrick, and 
Devetrice; and two grandchildren, Derrick and 
Ashley, Mr. Conyers relied on our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ to guide him throughout 
his life. A member of Shiloh Baptist Church 
since 1961, he served as Superintendent of 
the Sunday School, Deacon and a Trustee, 
Chairman of the Facilities Committee, and nu-
merous other positions. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730,000 people of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District salute Mr. 
Commodore Conyers for his leadership in 
education and service to his community. I ask 
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to join us in extending our deepest sym-
pathies to Mr. Conyers’ family, friends and 
loved ones during this difficult time. We pray 
that they will be consoled and comforted by an 
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days, 
weeks and months ahead. 
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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SAINT MARY’S PARISH 
IN THE CITY OF GILROY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleague, Congressman SAM FARR, 
to pay tribute to Saint Mary’s Parish of the 
City of Gilroy. On August 15, 2015, the Parish 
celebrated a true milestone: its 150th Anniver-
sary. Together we commend the Parish for its 
century and a half of service, fellowship, and 
leadership to the Gilroy community. 

From its founding, Saint Mary’s Parish has 
been at the heart of its Gilroy community. 
Founding Pastor Thomas J. Hudson built Saint 
Mary of the Assumption in the young south-
ernmost town of Santa Clara County, Gilroy, in 
1865. As the town grew into a city of 50,000 
residents, Saint Mary’s Parish expanded, add-
ing its third building on its 100th Anniversary 
in 1965. The Parish has served as a point of 
gathering for people with diverse backgrounds 
and experiences. It has also been a home to 
hundreds of dedicated parishioners of Saint 
Mary’s Parish who have served the residents 
of Gilroy. 

Saint Mary’s Parish has led and contributed 
to the spiritual and cultural life of Gilroy for 
many years through various cultural events, its 
local and international programs, and St. Mary 
School, staffed by the Sisters of the Presen-
tation. The Parish’s programs have included 
Saint Joseph Family Center, Lord’s Table, 
Mexico Mission, various disaster and poverty 

relief collections, and person-by-person coun-
seling. 

Through the years, Saint Mary’s Parish has 
maintained strong and active social justice 
outreach within the community. The Parish 
has contributed to the lives of many individ-
uals and families by extending its support to 
young families, immigrants, families of farm 
workers, and persons living with physical and 
mental disabilities. The Parish has also offered 
solace to the bereaved. 

In addition to being attentive to the spiritual, 
cultural, and social justice needs of Gilroy 
community members, Saint Mary’s Parish has 
been an important source of unity to our resi-
dents. The Parish has continued to focus its 
efforts on the betterment of our society by pro-
viding a spiritual home for our youth and pro-
moting social justice and diversity in the City 
of Gilroy. 

As Saint Mary’s Parish of the City of Gilroy 
celebrates 150 years of service to the Gilroy 
community, we join the many friends and fami-
lies wishing well to the Parish. On this day of 
honor and celebration, we do hereby recog-
nize and commend Saint Mary’s Parish on this 
milestone. 
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HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
TUCSON 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 75th Anniversary of the City of 
South Tucson, a community known for the re-
siliency, determination, and independence of 
its residents. 

As a native of Tucson, Arizona, I am privi-
leged to represent the City of South Tucson in 
the United States Congress. The support and 
loyalty I have received from the residents of 
South Tucson during my entire public life is a 
great honor for me personally. 

Over 6,000 people and 300 businesses call 
the City of South Tucson home. This square 
mile city incorporated by its residents, rather 
than losing its identity to the City of Tucson, 
continues after 75 years to assert its inde-
pendence and be the unique and proud com-
munity it has always been through its history. 

South Tucson is about family and commu-
nity, offering to the much larger metropolis of 
Tucson a view of our past and a dynamic view 
of what a community can do to retain its char-
acter while looking forward. 

South Tucson boasts the best Mexican cui-
sine found anywhere; Las Artes, a model for 
integrating public art and education; and public 
services from the state of the art Sam Lena li-
brary to excellent public schools Ochoa and 
Mission View. South Tucson has a sophisti-
cated network of social service providers and 
City of South Tucson first responders who 
place the safety of their residents first. 

The greatest asset that the City of South 
Tucson has is its people, a diverse group rep-
resenting Native-Americans, African-Ameri-
cans, and Anglos, and families that have con-
tributed so much to the region. 

From South Tucson have come generations 
of political leaders, tradesmen, educators, 
decorated war veterans, business leaders, civil 
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